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1. Kids Bowl Free program allows kids to play 2 free games daily all summer long. Enter 
your zip code to see if there is program near you. This is a great rainy day activity. 

2. Vacation Bible School- Enroll your kids in week-long, free Vacation Bible School 
camps this summer. Many of them are free, cheap or asking for church donations. Our 
kids go every year from 9-12 every morning. It's a great break for stay-at-home-moms. 
They're fun and full of activities. 

3. Rock Painting- Remember pet rocks? Find rocks and them paint them. It's easy and paint 
is only a few dollars. You can glue them to card board and add hair and clothes to make 
them look like people or characters. 

4. YMCA Free Activities- Check out free activities that are open to the public. 
5. Make Jams and Jellies- Use all of that fruit from pick your own orchard and make jams 

and jellies with it! Show your kids what canning is all about. 
6. Churn your own ice cream- Get that ice cream maker out from your basement and 

make some homemade ice cream with your kids. They'll love making and eating it! 
Here's a no churn recipe if you don't have an ice cream maker. 

7. Make a scrapbook of summer experiences-Save your ticket stubs, pictures, and 
anything you can add to a scrap book to make a keepsake of your summer vacation. This 
can even be a diary. 

8. Write and illustrate a kids' book- Make up a story, write, illustrate and color it. 
9. Build a fort- This can be done inside or outside. Help your kids build it. 
10. Make Jello Jigglers- Kids love Jello. It's easy-to-make and fun to jiggle. 
11. Bake cookies- Make a batch or two of cookies. You can freeze some of the dough to 

bake another day. Take the cookies to a local nursing home or hospital. 

https://www.kidsbowlfree.com/
https://amzn.to/2LNw7jp
https://amzn.to/2spFFs0
https://amzn.to/2JpI3JS
https://noplatelikehome.com/chocolate-covered-strawberries-no-churn-ice-cream/
https://amzn.to/2J7f36A
https://amzn.to/2LLZa7k
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12. Go to the library- The library has many kids activities to do that are free or almost free. 
Take out some books too.  They have summer reading programs. I take my kids every 
week. 

13. Make lemonade- Your kids will love squeezing lemons to make lemonade. They'll see 
how many lemons it takes. You can make variations of lemonade too. Strawberry, 
blueberry, raspberry, etc. 

14. Make a Lemonade Stand- The kids will have fun making a lemonade stand out of card 
board, painting it. Save it for a sunny, hot day. Their first steps to becoming 
entrepreneurs.  

15. Make fruit slushes or smoothies- Kids love seeing ice, fruity and yogurt spinning in a 
blender as much as they love drinking them. Plus, they're much healthier than 
convenience store ones. 

16. Regal Summer Movies Express $1 Movies- Even though this is screen time, it's still 
worth mentioning because this is the cheapest way to go to the movies. Although these 
movies are not new movies, they're only $1 each for kids and moms! They play two 
movies per week on Tuesdays and Wednesday mornings. It's a great deal! 

17. Home Depot Kids Workshops where kids do free workshops, build something to take 
home while learning hands-on skill building, creativity and work safety. 

18. Make S'Mores- Roast marshmallows on your gas stove (adult supervised) or make 
S’Mores in your microwave. 

19. Do Puzzles- Boys and girls alike will have fun putting puzzles together. 
20. Build Something with Wood Scraps- Using scraps of wood and metal, build a dog 

house, bird house, book case, table, etc. Paint your creation. 
21. Sewing, Knitting or Quilting- Make doll clothes, pot holders, purses, quilts, pillows, 

etc. If you don't have a sewing machine sew some smaller projects by hand with a thread 
and needle. 

22. 4H Clubs- Kids learn from doing hands on projects in health, science, agriculture and 
environment and are taught leadership skills by mentors. There are many programs in 
different age groups for your kids to join. They meet weekly or monthly with minimal 
costs to families. 

23. Visit a museum- Go to a nearby free or almost free museum. Take a day trip to the 
closest city and visit a couple museums. 

24. Make a bird feeder- Then fill it with bird feed and keep track of the different birds that 
come to eat from it. Learn about which feed attracts which kinds of birds. 

25. Have a yard sale- Ask your kids to find toys they no longer want, label them for sale. 
Save the items to put out in a yard sale on a sunny day. They can put any money they get 
from selling their toys into their piggy banks. Have them help with other household 
items. They'll like helping and you'll get some clutter out of your house. This is another 
way to introduce commerce to them. 

 

https://amzn.to/2skCtPm
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/summer-movie-express
https://www.homedepot.com/workshops/#change_store
https://amzn.to/2xIdT06
https://4-h.org/parents/ways-to-participate/

